Basic Navigation – Introduction
1.
This subject is split into 5 separate learning outcomes:

a. Be able to find a position with an Ordnance Survey map using the physical features of the land

b. Know the different types of north

c. Be able to use a lightweight compass for practical navigation

d. Know land navigation methods

e. Be able to recognise weather conditions that affect land navigation

2.
The PowerPoint presentations will help to explain the subject to the cadet and the associated ACP will give background guidance to the instructor. The presentations are titled with the Learning Outcome number (ie LO2 – Learning Outcome 2). They are designed to be viewed in Learning Outcome order. This is important as each presentation builds on the previous one.
3.
The presentation titled “Tests” is a PowerPoint version of the tests given in the ACP Instructor’s Guide, which contains the answers to the tests.

4.
This theory must be consolidated by practical experience. Map and compass exercises are not confined to the hills. For some terrain, the Memory Map programme will help by displaying OS maps that can be related to aerial photographs, both of which can be rotated to 3-dimentional perspectives. However, actually using a map and a compass is the aim of the training.
5.
An interesting way of challenging a cadet to use a compass accurately is for them to invest some of their money in the outcome. Get the cadet to place a one pound coin in some grass, where it can only be seen from immediately above. Get them to pace out a specific bearing, stop, calculate a back bearing and pace back to their coin on that back bearing. Now, increase the challenge. Get them to pace out on bearing and to return to their coin by 2 or 3 legs. For example, take 100 paces on a bearing of 120 degrees, stop, take another 100 paces on a bearing of 240 degrees, stop, take a further 100 paces on a bearing of 360 degrees, stop and collect their coin.
6.
For the information of instructors, a grid showing the assessment criteria that are related to the learning outcomes is included with the resource material. This shows what will be covered by assessment questions at each level, pass, merit and distinction. Whilst the resource material gives a broad overview of the subject and specific detail, assessment questions will only be asked on the assessment criteria given in the grid. This allows a focussed approach to assessment revision and preparation. This applies to the revised electronic exam process. Those undertaking the old style exams will undertake the current question set. As the subject content has not changed, this material is equally valid for either exam process.
7.
All material is Crown Copyright and may not be used outside of the Air Cadet Organisation without written permission of the Chief of Staff Air Cadets. The material may only be used for training purposes.
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